bishops who dominated both the Senate and much of
common life. With the correction of some of these
abuses interest in the Reformation itself waned, show-
ing it not to have had very deep moral and doctrinal
roots.

There  were  important  negative  causes   for   the
spread of heresy.   The following are clearly discernible.

1.    The  characteristic  Polish  individualism   and
toleration.    Jan Zamoyski, the crown chancellor, once
said in the presence of the King and of the Senate,
" I  would give half  of my life if those who have
abandoned the Roman Catholic Church should volun-
tarily return to its pale ; but I would prefer giving all
my life than to suffer anybody to be constrained to do
it, for I would rather die than witness such an oppress-
ion." That was throughly and characteristically Polish.

2.  During the height of the Reformation Zygnvunt
I and Zygmunt II refused to persecute Protestants.
When  pressed  to  do  so  they answered with such
phrases as, ' I am not king of your consciences.' ' I
wish to be monarch equally of the sheep and of the
goats.'   ' I am afraid of tearing up wheat as -well as
tares. *    They voiced their determination to tolerate
religious opinions 'whenever they did not interfere
with public order and the authority of the monarch.'

3.   Several times,  under great  clerical pressure,
royal edicts and decrees were issued against the new
sects,  Bohemian,  Lutheran,  of Calvinist,  but they
always failed of ratification by the Diet and were
therefore not valid.   The edicts once issued, Zygmunt
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